
 

You Are Using AI Wrong: How AI Made Me Smarter 
 

Most people use AI as a glorified search engine, a faster word processor, or a task automator; 

they’re missing its true potential as a cognitive partner, thought amplifier, and learning 

accelerator.  

When AI was first announced, I knew it was the future deep down, but initially, I resisted, 

thinking, "Why do we need another version of Google Assistant or Siri?" Thinking back now, I 

sounded foolish; ignorant is more like it. But every time a new tech product was launched, it 

was advertised with AI. News flooded my timeline about big tech companies and how much 

they have invested in AI. Even then, I remained skeptical, saying it would eventually pass as a 

trend. How ignorant was I once again?  

A year and a half passed, and I eventually gave in and downloaded the most popular AI chatbot, 

“Chat GPT.” I opened it and saw that it was subscription-based based and I thought, here we go 

again, another thing we need to subscribe to; I immediately deleted it. (Hands on face).  

It wasn't until I decided to upgrade my Google One subscription, which gave me access to 

Gemini, that I realized the ignorance of my ways. Gemini was extremely helpful; this was no 

Google Assistant, I thought to myself; this was much, much better, and the seamless 

integration into Google Workspace only added to the usefulness. My life and career goals were 

about to change, and I was learning about it the more I began to understand AI, specifically 

Gemini. I have always been a curious person; whenever I become fond of something, like the 

way I was curious about my first DSLR camera, which led me to an adventurous career as a 

photographer. This time, it was AI that would shape me; I wanted to learn all about it, so I 

signed up for online courses, watched and followed new YouTubers, and began learning how to 

engineer my prompts. The more I learned, the more confident I got, and the more 

opportunities I could see right in front of me. I was introduced to new tools and software, and I 

could learn to use them quickly because AI is also a great teacher and instructor. I didn't just 

ask AI and then copy and paste. I read the information, I learned the language, I learned how to 

write better, added new words to my vocabulary, learned industry terms, and I was no longer 

just a photographer. I scaled up and used my experience building and marketing my business 

for years, and combined it with AI, and gave myself a title, a new function, and a new 

possibility to go even better. AI became my cognitive partner, and as I learned, it learned with 

me. So, as part of my legacy, what I leave you with is the knowledge I have used so far to unlock 

your ability to use AI.  



 

 

Here’s how to unlock its power, moving beyond mere convenience to genuine 

intellectual growth and enhanced problem-solving. 

 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is rapidly transforming our world, offering far more than simple 

conveniences like quick answers or basic calculations. To truly harness its potential, we must 

move beyond viewing AI as a mere tool and instead recognize it as a sophisticated cognitive 

partner capable of fostering intellectual growth and significantly enhancing our 

problem-solving capabilities. This exploration will guide you through effectively integrating AI 

chatbots into daily life and work, emphasizing their role as dynamic learning and teaching 

instruments, and illustrating their utility with tangible, real-world examples. 

 

The Utility of AI Chatbots: Your Cognitive Partner 

 

AI chatbots can serve as invaluable cognitive partners, extending our intellectual capacities and 

facilitating deeper engagement with information. Their utility extends across various domains: 

●​ Enhanced Learning and Comprehension: Beyond providing direct answers, AI chatbots 

can clarify complex concepts by offering nuanced explanations and tailored analogies. 

For instance, a student grappling with abstract scientific principles could prompt an AI: 

"Please explain the concept of quantum entanglement using an analogy relevant to 

everyday experiences." This interaction transforms rote memorization into meaningful 

understanding. 

●​ Facilitating Creative Endeavors: AI can act as a powerful catalyst for creativity. Writers, 

artists, and innovators can leverage chatbots for brainstorming, idea generation, and 

even initial content development. A prompt such as "Generate five distinct plot outlines 

for a dystopian novel exploring themes of environmental collapse" can provide a robust 

foundation for creative projects. 

●​ Strategic Planning and Organization: For complex tasks or projects, AI can assist in 

deconstructing challenges into manageable components. Users can request: "Outline a 

step-by-step plan for developing a community garden project, including considerations 

for funding, site selection, and volunteer recruitment." This structured approach can 

streamline planning processes. 



 

AI as a Transformative Learning and Teaching Tool 
 
The capabilities of AI chatbots position them as exceptional learning and teaching tools, 

offering personalized and adaptable educational experiences: 

●​ Personalized Educational Pathways: AI can tailor learning content to individual needs 

and preferences. A learner interested in astrophysics might ask, "Explain the formation 

of galaxies at a university-level complexity, incorporating recent cosmological 

discoveries." The AI can then present information calibrated to that specific academic 

tier. 

●​ Skill Development and Refinement: AI provides an interactive platform for practicing 

and refining various skills. For aspiring writers, prompts like "Provide a detailed 

critique of this argumentative essay, focusing on logical fallacies and supporting 

evidence" can offer immediate, constructive feedback. 

●​ Pedagogical Assistance: Educators and peer tutors can utilize AI to enhance their 

instructional methods. By querying, "Suggest effective pedagogical approaches to 

explain complex mathematical proofs to students with diverse learning styles," AI can 

offer insights into varied teaching strategies. 

Real-World Applications of AI 

 

The practical applications of AI are diverse and impactful across numerous professional fields: 

●​ Healthcare and Scientific Research: AI algorithms are instrumental in analyzing vast 

datasets, from medical imaging for disease detection to genomic sequences for drug 

discovery. This analytical prowess accelerates research and improves diagnostic 

accuracy. 

●​ Creative Industries: Professionals in writing, music, and graphic design increasingly 

employ AI for ideation, content generation, and refinement of artistic works, 

augmenting human creativity rather than replacing it. 

●​ Engineering and Product Development: AI facilitates iterative design processes, 

simulates performance under various conditions, and optimizes manufacturing 

workflows, leading to more efficient and innovative product development. 

Mastering Prompt Engineering: Engaging with AI Effectively 



 

 

Effective interaction with AI necessitates a deliberate approach to prompt construction. The 

art of "prompt engineering" involves crafting clear, concise, and context-rich queries that elicit 

the most relevant and useful responses. 

 

Key Principles for Effective Prompts: 

1.​ Clarity and Specificity: Vague prompts yield vague results. Instead of "Tell me about 

history," specify: "Provide a comparative analysis of the political structures of the 

Roman Republic and the Athenian Democracy." 

2.​ Contextualization: Providing background information or the purpose of your query 

enhances AI's ability to respond appropriately. Example: "For a research paper on 

sustainable urban planning, summarize the key findings of recent studies on vertical 

farming." 

3.​ Desired Output Format: Specify the structure or format of the AI's response. Requests 

like "List five key policy recommendations for climate change mitigation in bullet 

points" or "Compose a sonnet on the theme of resilience" guide the AI to deliver 

information in a usable format. 

4.​ Iterative Refinement: If initial responses are unsatisfactory, refine your prompt. This 

iterative process of questioning and refinement is central to maximizing AI's utility. 

Examples of Prompt Archetypes: 

●​ Informational Prompts: "Explain the principles of quantum computing in a manner 

accessible to a non-specialist audience." 

●​ Generative Prompts: "Draft a compelling opening paragraph for a persuasive essay 

arguing for increased funding for space exploration." 

●​ Analytical Prompts: "Analyze the rhetorical devices employed in Abraham Lincoln's 

Gettysburg Address." 

●​ Scenario-Based Prompts: "Given a scenario where a company wishes to transition to a 

four-day work week, outline potential benefits and challenges from an economic 

perspective." 

Cultivating AI Literacy: Resources for Further Learning 

 



 

The rapidly evolving landscape of AI necessitates continuous learning. Numerous reputable 

resources are available for those wishing to deepen their understanding and practical skills in 

AI: 

●​ Online Learning Platforms: Platforms such as Coursera, edX, and Google's own AI 

education initiatives offer structured courses ranging from introductory AI concepts to 

advanced machine learning techniques. Khan Academy also provides foundational 

knowledge in computer science relevant to AI. 

●​ Academic and Industry Publications: Reputable technology news outlets (e.g., The Verge, 

Wired), academic journals, and research papers from leading AI institutions provide 

insights into the latest advancements and discussions in the field. 

●​ Interactive AI Tools: Direct engagement with various AI chatbots and development 

environments is perhaps the most effective method of learning. Experimentation with 

different prompt strategies and observing AI responses can build intuitive 

understanding and practical proficiency. 

In conclusion, AI chatbots are not merely computational utilities but sophisticated cognitive 

partners. By understanding their capabilities and mastering the art of effective prompting, 

individuals can unlock their immense power for intellectual growth, enhanced 

problem-solving, and a more integrated and efficient daily existence. Embrace this 

transformative technology as a catalyst for profound learning and innovation. 

 

 

 

 
 


